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In early summer Premiere Charities received heart-

breaking news that Indian authorities removed chil-

dren we have supported for the last nine years from 

the care of Mr. Ranjith and his wife. We’re hopeful 

that this setback is temporary, and that the children 

will soon be returned to the Ranjiths. Vinny and 

Chetana Kripalu said that the children were placed 

in a state-operated orphanage. The Ranjith’s were 

cited with several violations, ranging from allowing 

the orphanage’s license lapse to child labor infrac-

tions, and inaccurate record keeping. The Kripalus 

still have faith in the family, and believe the orphan-

age was targeted by regulators because of unveri-

fied stories told by a disgruntled former employee.  

Since the allegations were leveled, the Ranjith’s 

have received their Register of Renewal from the 

Child Protection Agency.  They also have hired a 

lawyer to represent 

them to get the chil-

dren back in their 

care. The family is 

still awaiting a ruling 

from the judge.  

The PCI board agreed 

to suspend all monetary support to Balagurukulam 

Orphanage until things are resolved. PCI notified 

monthly donors to Balagurukulam as soon as it 

learned the children were removed. Meanwhile, the 

Ranjiths’ provide frequent updates to Chetana Kripa-

lu regarding movements with regulators and the 

court. All are hopeful for a positive outcome.  

H.O.P.E.  Update  Gala 2018  

Get your dancing shoes on: We’re going to have a 

great evening supporting the needy of Wilmington. 

Premier Charities will hold the 2018 Gala to sup-

port From Our Kitchen and other charitable en-

deavors on April 14, 

2018, from 7:30 to 

11:30 at The Waterfall 

in Claymont, DE. Tick-

ets will go on sale in 

January at $80 each. 

This year reserve your 

table for 10 at $1,000.   

Reserved tables will 

have a few perks —  

group photo, floral cen-

ter piece and prime seating.   

There will be a live auction, dancing, a silent auc-

tion, fellowship, a buffet, heavy hors d’oeuvres, 

and beverages. New this year will be a clothes 

line hung with cards enabling patrons to support a 

charity activity, such as funding a Sunday Serve 

to the homeless, purchasing bottled water or fruit 

for a Serve, winter gloves, personal care products, 

hurricane Harvey or Irma relief, and much more.  

You can send your check to Premiere Charities, 

PO Box 372, Claymont, DE 19703—please use 

order form on page 3 and we will hold your tickets 

at the will-call table. You can also order and pay 

online using PayPal at Premierecharitites.org.  

Mr. Ranjith with some of the children dressed 

for Diwali in 2016.  



Support For Hurricane Victims Continue   
Premier Charities provided $17,906 support to 

victims of hurricane Harvey and Irma victims and 

earthquake victims in Mexico. To raise the money, 

we teamed up with the Delaware Medical Relief 

Team, got generous contributions from two 

anonymous donors and several other meaningful 

donations from community members, and sold 

bracelets. Thirteen thousand three hundred eighty 

dollars were divided to help three hurricane relief 

agencies in Texas and Florida — Houston Food 

Bank, Diaper Bank, and Greater Houston 

Community Foundation for Hurricane Harvey 

victims.  

In Florida, the Harry Chapin Food Bank, Florida 

Red Cross and Volunteer Florida Foundation for 

Hurricane Irma Relief Fund were selected. Richard 

LeBer of the Harry Chapin Food Bank wrote: “We 

are very grateful for your gift. Thank you for helping 

us make a big difference in many lives in our 

community. Three are some 159,530 people in 

South Florida who lack consistent access to 

nutritious food.”  

One thousand five hundred dollars were earmarked 

for Anna Kicik, a supporter of From Our Kitchen and  

PCI, and $1,000 to a go-fund-me account for Rexie 

Fernando, whose daughter is Rangika Fernando. 

She was an early volunteer and has continued to 

support PCI after moving back to Texas.  

We also sent $2,050 to UNICEF Mexico for 

earthquake victims affected by the September 

quake.  

We are continuing to accept donations for ongoing 

recovery for those affected by the hurricanes in 

Florida and Texas and now Puerto Rico. 

Update: From Our Kitchen  

Our holiday Serves began with our Thanksgiving meal provided by Forward Manor. They have provided the Thanks-

giving meal for several years. Thanks to all who have supported FOK weekly Sunday Serves suppling bananas, so-

da, chips, cash donations, food donations, water and all the man hours at the Sunday Serve site.   

From Our Kitchen Team B continues to work with Charities Crossing which 

brings slightly used clothing to the serve to share with the homeless. Charities 

Crossing also sponsored a serve in November.  Team B has also teamed up 

with The Tamil Association of the Greater Delaware Valley  and 25 volunteers 

who helped with a serve in May. The start of 2018 marks our 8th year with the 

support of Karpagam sponsored the meal on January 7th.   

Team A teamed up with the Delaware Fish and Wildlife Sportsman and re-

ceived a donation of ground venison. There was three hundred pounds of meat 

delivered for use in the Sunday Serves. Others who supported Team A are 

Capital One, Barleymill Asset Management, and many others who supplied 

food, warmed dishes or volunteered their time to prepared and served meals. 

Please Donate! 
From Our Kitchen supports weekly Serves to provide seasonal meals ___$____________________________ 

Hurricane Relief: __$____________________ earmark specific  ___ Florida       ___Texas   ___Puerto Rico 
In Memory of Name:_____________________________________Amount donated: ____________________ 
Other:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name :__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
               ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Premiere Charities, Inc. mail to P.O. Box 372, Claymont, DE 19703-0372 
Use your PayPal account to donate at premierecharities.com...   

The Capital One kitchen crew  and a student 

from Friends who prepared a Team A meal.  



Support to St. Catherineôs Home 

Vinny Kripalu visited St. Catherine’s Home while in India this fall and was very impressed 

with the mission of the orphanage for girls. St. Catherine’s Home, founded in 1922, is a 

shelter which works with girls who had a difficult start in life — abandoned kids, children 

with HIV, girls placed for protection from abusive/unsafe life situations, abused minor girls, 

unmarried mothers and Adivasi girls. All have found a 

home at St. Catherine’s for over 90 years. St. Cathe-

rine’s mission is to empower these children to be-

come confident, responsible, value based citizens in 

their country.  

Premier Charities’ board agreed in November to sup-

port St. Catherine’s Home in Mumbai with $5,000 to-

wards a solar panel project that will help it be more 

self-sufficient. A second benefactor will donate the remainder to complete the project. This 

project will save St. Catherine’s an estimated $200,000 in electrical fees over 25 years. 

The Board decided it would be a great one-time project since we are waiting to find out 

the results of the judge’s ruling for Balagurukulam Orphanage. 

GALA TICKETS 
COST: $80 PER TICKET  — number of individual tickets at $80 _____  for a total of $______________________ 

COST for reserved table of 10ð $1,000. Sponsor name for table-tent  _________________________________ 

         Reserved tables receive group photo, prime seating, floral center piece to take home.  

Tickets will held at the will-call table. 

Name :_____________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
               ___________________________________________________________________ 
Email address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Premiere Charities, Inc. mail to P.O. Box 372, Claymont, DE 19703 

Premiere Charities has a new email        

address 

Please contact us at:  

premierecharitiesdelaware@gmail.com  

PCI looking to expand From Our Kitchen 

The Board of Directors, after eight years of From Our 
Kitchen Sunday Serves along the Riverfront, is looking to 
expand by moving indoors for the weekly seasonal meals 
provided by Teams A and B.  

Each team works to provide healthy meals to 180-200 

homeless and economically fragile community members. 
The Board is looking to rent or purchase a building to ex-
pand services. A board committee has looked at several 
sites, but has not found one that will meet all the needs -- 
a good working kitchen, a large dinning area in a building 
near the current Sunday Serve site.  

Premiere Charities, Inc.   

A  not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  

Our mission is to serve the underprivileged 

by mobilizing resources for food, clothing, 

shelter, and education. 

Check our website on how to get involved. 



Photos from Teams 

A and B Serves  
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